
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2007 Committee!! 

Chairman - Geoff Underwood 
Tel: 01983 822505 
Mobile: 07775 868993 
Email: geoff.iwhgc@ifpl.com  

Sites Officer – Dave Fentum 
Tel: 01983 520942 
Mobile: 07990 582875 
Email: david398@btinternet.com 

Social Secretary: Emma Brading 
Tel:  01983 612545 
Mobile: 07880 558559 
info@emmabradingyoga@wannado.c
o.uk 

Treasurer – John Bentley 
Tel: 01983 295392 
Mobile: 07970 009642 
johnbentley765@btinternet.com 

Secretary – John Lawson 
Tel: 01983 297008 
Mobile: 07747 081978 
Email: johnklawson@googlemail.com 

Safety Officer – Mike Rouse 
Tel: 01983 740362 
Mobile: 07910 798695 
email: phil.laco@btinternet.com 

Club Meeting 
    

Next up isNext up isNext up isNext up is the su the su the su the summer Barbecuemmer Barbecuemmer Barbecuemmer Barbecue on  on  on  on 28 July28 July28 July28 July    from from from from 6.006.006.006.00pm.pm.pm.pm.at at at at 
Compton BowlCompton BowlCompton BowlCompton Bowl    –––– through the farm, bear left and into the little  through the farm, bear left and into the little  through the farm, bear left and into the little  through the farm, bear left and into the little 
bowl.bowl.bowl.bowl. Come along and celebrate those who flew the wight and  Come along and celebrate those who flew the wight and  Come along and celebrate those who flew the wight and  Come along and celebrate those who flew the wight and 
rasied £1,500 for the Hospice.rasied £1,500 for the Hospice.rasied £1,500 for the Hospice.rasied £1,500 for the Hospice.    
    

There will be some food for free, but please bring somThere will be some food for free, but please bring somThere will be some food for free, but please bring somThere will be some food for free, but please bring some more & e more & e more & e more & 
something to drink. You can camp in the bowl or at the regular something to drink. You can camp in the bowl or at the regular something to drink. You can camp in the bowl or at the regular something to drink. You can camp in the bowl or at the regular 
campsite.campsite.campsite.campsite.    

~ New Toys ~ 

___________________ 
 

Butterfly & Francis have been 

testing out a new speed riding 

wing – the Nova Ibex 

 

The 19 metre wing is a DVH2 
but only gets a 2 in asymetric 
collapse because it turns more 
than 90 dgrees before 
reinflating without pilot input. In 
other respects the rating is 
DVH1. 
 
Francis believes it is eminently 
suitable for CP+50 hours who 
have extensive cliff soaring 
experience. 
 
As a small wing it is obviously 
very nimble and easily 
overcontrolled, but can be used 
to extend the flying weather to 
the 18 to 24mph wind speed 
range. 
 
Being bold, Francis has flown in 
30mph wind, which is 5 mph 
above what is reccommend as 
"safe" for this wing. Butterfly 
took it to the top of the stack on 
St Cats, so it also has potential 
for thermis flying.  
 
It is available for pilots to test fly 
with the recommendation that 
you have a go at winds speeds 
that are at the top of your usual 
range, but just below your 
current personal limit. 
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Cross Country 

 

Dave Fentum (who 

else?) takes the XC 

prize for late 

spring, flying from 

Afton under very 

sucky cloud, and 

making it to 

Calbourne.  

 

On 8 July Dave also 

got away from 

Brighstone at only 

about 250 feet and 

still made it safely 

to Bowcombe 

 

Big cojones. 

Discounted Austrian flying… 
 

Rob Blackwell & Mandii Weaver 
of Haus Luxus at Mayerhofen in 
the Austrian Alps are offering a 
5% discount to club members.  
 

Rob & Mandii offer courses as 
well as accommodation and fly 
guiding, and can be contacted 
via their website. Don’t forget 
your passport!  
 

www.mayrhofen-experience.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLSTICE CUP 

8 SEPTEMBER 2007 
 

A victim of the ‘orrible weather, the 

Solstice Cup, organised by Butterfly and 

originally planned for the weekend of 

23-24 June, is now rescheduled for the 

8
th
 September 

 

This is a fun competition, primarily for 

low airtime pilots. Phone 01983 731611 

for details. 

 

Perhaps Butterfly could consider a 

change of name, to the Equinox Cup? 

If you have any items for the next 
Newsletter, please send them to 
johnklawson@googlemail.com 

For the latest on Island flying go to www.flywight.co.uk now!!!  

If you have any links or items to add, please send them to geoff.iwhgc@ifpl.com 

 

Blackgang runs…. 
 

First of the season to newcomer Keith Clampson, who dodged in 

and out of the murky stuff to complete possibly the cloudiest ever 

run. Keith is currently sitting out the rain in the High Adventure 

shop. 
 

Chris Gibbo succeeded on a Tuesaday, when surely he should 

have been at work. Chris’ success was all the more notable 

because Geoff Underwood bombed out. Geoff’s frankly 

implausible excuse being that a tent got in his way. 
 

Geoff went back on 18 July and got it nailed. His first ‘proper’ 

run.  By generously hogging the lift as he crossed paths with 

Mike Rouse and Dan Starsmore, Geoff successfully ensured that 

Mike and Dan fell out of the lift and ended up on the beach.  

What a Chairman – an example to all of us! 

 

Wot, no Fluffy…. 
A club member (who we’ll call Adrian, just to make sure that 

everyone knows he is) was so excited to be going to the Pyrenees 

in April that he turned up early to the ferry, early to the airport – 

in fact he’d left home so early, he forgot to pick up his passport 

and made an early return home. 

Julio & the School Girls: Flying in the Eastern Pyrenees… 
 

April saw a big team head for Udo & Jen’s Clear Skies operation in Prades. Big flights from Targasson for Chris 

Gibson, Geoff Underwood and, especially, Julius Robson who got 40km away across some very difficult terrain, 

topping out at a freezing cold, hypoxic 10,500 feet. The highlight for Julius apparently wasn’t so much the big 

distance, or the hair-raising retrieve by a lunatic Catalan white van man, but landing in an alpine meadow with 

25 Japanese school girls. Or so he claims. Perhaps he really was hypoxic. 

 

The rest of the boys got ground suck and declared Targasson to be nothing more than a big Warren Hill. 

 

Other good days at Ceret and Tuchan made up for a few day’s dodgy weather, and an outbreak of something 

nasty and gastric which laid low even legendary hard men like Mike Rouse and Paul Ryan. 

 

On a more serious note, John’s Bentley and Lawson both had hard impacts – John Bentley spending three nights 

in hospital. This was a timely reminder that these are big mountains which fly very differently from the Island. 

 

Plans are now in hand for another trip from 17-24 September, when the bruises from the spring have faded. John 

Bentley has offered himself as contact/co-ordinator, and also as a guiding service to the French medical system. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMEGROWN FESTIVAL 8 – 10
th
 SEPTEMBER 2006 

Dave Fentum 

The Homegrown festival was well advertised before the event by Cross Country magazine and 
they sent out flyers to all the clubs. After watching a promising weather forecast on the Monday 
evening before the event myself and Adrian Daish decided to travel up on the Friday after only 
just managing to get tickets. Fortunately for Adrian, you don’t need a passport to get to South 
Wales and he got there OK. 

On the Saturday morning we woke up to a blue sky with plenty of sun and to find the empty space 
close to our tent gone and loads of additional tents had been put up around us.  The camp site 
was filling up fast. The wind looked too strong and we headed for the morning briefing by Jocky 
Sanderson at 10:00 expecting it to be blown out.  

This would not have been that much of a problem as the event had been arranged with bad 
weather in mind and each day they had talks scheduled at various times. Jocky was the first on 
that day with his XC talk. The place was busy and they had a number of large marquees set up 
selling everything for flying and plenty of places to eat. As we were walking around we then got 
rumour that Bache Hill was flyable which was 20 minutes away. We headed up to Bache in large 
groups but when we got to the top it looked too windy. We sat in the car and watched as we were 
on the hill early and the wind seemed to drop and slowly some of the pilots on the hill started 
flying.  

We decided to take our gliders to the front of the hill and set up and more importantly get a place 
as more and more cars arrived until the top of the hill was covered in about 60 – 70 cars. With 10 
– 15 gliders in the air I thought I better give it a go and eventually took off and join them. I soon 
realised that there was another take off lower down the hill to the left and soon loads of pilots 
were taking off from there as well. Soon the hill was filled with gliders (Chris Gibson’s nightmare); 
Adrian said there were more than 85 gliders at one time.  

I decided to head out in front of the hill and try and get used to my GPS which was great for 
letting me know how much forward speed I had so if I started registering minus speeds I could 
head out forward of the hill putting the speed bar on and land safely. I think I ended up flying for 
2.5 hours but it was great even though the thermals weren’t sufficient to do XC. There were no 
incidents on the hill and the marshals were watching the flying.  

We went back to the camp site late afternoon and had some food and then went to some of the 
evening talks. Louise Crandal, World Paragliding Champion talking about her recent experiences 
in which she training an eagle to fly with her.  

Jerome Manupunt presented his excellent photography of flying around the world. A group were 
flying model aircraft and helicopters in the dark which was entertaining and seem to look more like 
UFO’s. We then waited for the bands to start that ended up going well into the early hours of the 
morning similar to Friday evening.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the morning we had hot air balloons taking off early and a great display by Mark Leavesley 
using his jet propelled 6ft model aircraft. We also had one of the Green brothers suspended 
below a paramotor de baging above the camp site and doing various acro manovers. The 
afternoon once again had a schedule of talks to help you improve your flying by various world 
class plots such as Bruce Goldsmith and Bob Drury. 

We had similar weather and once again everyone headed for Bache hill after Jocky’s briefing in 
the morning. When we got to Bache we met Gordon Mucklow who had also travelled from the 
Island and was test flying a new glider. Not the best hill to test fly! 

This was one of the advantages of the weekend as a number of suppliers such as 
Independence, Airsports, Northern Paragliding all had stands at the event with plenty of 
equipment. If you needed to try out the vast variety of harnesses this was the place as they had 
units set up for you to try them out. 

Once again the sky was busy with the Green Acro twins on the hill performing manovers at low 
level, which was great to watch unless you wanted to take off. Adrian decided it was also time to 
fly and had a good two hour flight with plenty of gliders around him. 
 
That evening we had more talks by Peter Brinkby flying in remote areas of Pakistan and a good 
selection of bands till the early morning. The event was a big success similar to those that can 
remember the Paramania events but more organised so that if the event had bad weather there 
would be plenty to do and on a much larger scale. The event was well organised and well worth 
a visit this year  

 

        

                       

Adrian “Fluffy” Daish flying at Bache Hill and not flying at all, but looking way cool in shades.  

Still no passport, though… 

 


